Medway
Valley
Trees
A Guide to Medway Trees
The trees in Medway have historically been used for many reasons:
Sugar Maple is the primary source of sap for maple syrup and the

wood is used to manufacture musical instruments and sporting
goods. American Beech is used as high quality, long-burning
firewood, and bentwood furniture. Black Cherry has been used for
cabinetry and spices and Bitternut Hickory is used to make sports
equipment and furniture. Basswood is used for wood carving, solidbody electric guitars, medicine and mulching. Black Willow uses
includes rustic furniture and Black Walnut is often found in high
quality furniture. Hackberry berries are edible and high in calories
and Sycamore is used for buther's blocks, boxes and crates.

RICH, MOIST
SOIL HABITATS

SUGAR MAPLE
These trees are known to live for

American Beech (20-35 m)

over 200 years.

Basswood (35 m)
Bitternut Hickory (15-20 m)
Black Walnut (12 m)
Sugar Maple (25-35 m)
Sycamore (35 m)

40 L of sugar maple sap is needed to
make 1L of maple syrup

VARIABLE SOIL
HABITATS

BLACK
WILLOW

Black Cherry (15-24 m)

Black Willow and Sycamore trees can

Black Willow (12 m)

tolerate seasonal flooding.

Hackberry (15 m)

Hackberry
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SUGAR MAPLE
Height: 25-35 m
Prefers deep, rich, moist soil and grows better in full sun
exposure. It is the primary source of sap for maple syrup
and the wood is used to manufacture musical instruments
and sporting goods.

AMERICAN BEECH
Height: 20-35 m
This tree prefers rich, moist, well-drained soil. It is
used as high quality, long-burning firewood, and
bentwood furniture.

Sugar Maple

BLACK CHERRY
Height: 15-24 m
These trees grow in a variety of soils and are intolerant
of shade and need full sun. It has been used for
cabinetry and spices.

BITTERNUT HICKORY
Height: 15-20 m
They grow on low, moist ground or rich soil in higher
grounds. It is used to make sports equipment and furniture.

American Beech

BASSWOOD
Height: 35 m
Basswood trees prefer rich, well-drained and moist soil. They
can be used for wood carving, solid-body electric guitars,
medicine and the leaves are used for mulching.

BLACK WILLOW
Black Willow

Height: 12 m
This tree is adaptable to various soils and needs even
moisture and it tolerates seasonal flooding. It is used for
rustic furniture.

BLACK WALNUT
Height: 30 m
These trees prefer moist, well-drained, rich soils and
are intolerant of shade. It is used often in high quality
furniture due to it's strong, dark heartwood.

HACKBERRY
Height: 15 m
Hackberry grows in wet to dry moisture and is adaptable to all
types of soil. The pea-sized berries are edible and high in calories.

SYCAMORE
Height: 35 m
The trees prefer moist, rich soils, tolerate seasonal flooding
and heavy clay. The wood is used for butcher's blocks,
boxes and crates.

Museum of Ontario Archaeology
ArchaeologyMuseum.ca
info@archaeologymuseum.ca
@MuseOntArch

Hackberry

Museum of Ontario
Archaeology
History in Your Hands

INFORMATION SOURCES AND IMAGE CITATIONS

