
INVASIVE

SPECIES AT

MEDWAY

COMMON BUCKTHORN
This invasive species is native to Europe and Asia and

was introduced to North America in the 1880s. Buckthorn

was used in hedges and as shelter for wildlife due to its

ability to grow in many conditions. The plants grow so

densely that they block out native plant growth. They

have now spread aggressively throughout southern

Ontario and other provinces.

TARTARIAN

HONEYSUCKLE
The Tartarian Honeysuckle is native to Siberia and other

parts of East Asia. It was introduced to North America in

1752 as an ornamental plant. This plant is part of a group

of honesuckles known as "shrub honeysuckles". While the

berries are edible for birds, they are not as nutritious as

berries from native species.

GOUTWEED
Goutweed is native to Europe and northern Asia but was

brought to North America during the early stages of

European settlement as an ornamental garden plant. The

plant grows using a complex root system and thousands

of seeds. As a result Goutweed is able to take over entire

forests.

GARLIC MUSTARD
This species is native to Europe and was brought to North

America in the early 1800s as an edible herb and now

displaces native wildflowers such as trilliums and the

trout lily. When the leaves are crushed, they smell similar

to garlic

EMERALD ASH BORER
The Emerald Ash Borer is native to Asia and was first

discovered in Ontario in June of 2002. The infestation has

spread across much of Southern Ontario. The larva

burrow into ash trees and eat the nutrient carrying part

of the tree while the adult beetles eat the leaves.
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